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MINING SECTION.

DRY FARMING -

PIONEER TALKS!

George L. Farrell of Cache|

County Relates Many In-
teresting Experiences.
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GEORGE L. _FARRELL.

One of the Pioneers of Dry Farming
4 |

in Utah.
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“I continued on plowing a little more
eAch year. I kept adding to my orig-
inal piece of ground till it covered 200
acres, and sowed the whole 200 acres to
grain. Then I put one of my boys in
charge to run affairs on the farm. We
were walking through a fiéld one day

| just as the grain was beginning to turn

ripe, when I noticed a small patch eight
inches higher than the rest and much
I called my son's attention to
we investigated. We found
gophers and squirrels d un-
this patch and werkéd the
up.
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Lesson Taught by Gophers.
“*They have been sub-soiling,” 1 said.
‘It has let the moisture down lower. It
to come up with the sun
the grain has continued to grow.
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less than time you could see the
coming up through the dirt. It
the fines® crop of rye vou ever
Saw. The heads were seven inches
long and bent over with their own
weight. The grain was big and plump.
It made twentyv-seven bushels to the
acre. My neighbor Elickson got twen-
bushels his five acres.”
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“The average rainfall in my portion
of the state is ffom ten to fifteen
inches. Some seasons it runs as high
as twenty. Our rainfall is mostly in
winter and early spring. It is
in the form of snow. If we
inches of rainfall in
May and June we would raise fifty
bushels of wheat to the acre without
trouble. Our elevation is 4,500 feet.
“Our soll is a clay loam. Part of
is clay loam on the east side of
meuntain. On the west side there
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How to Handle Alfaifa.

no

best results from plowing
un 1 the fall. We
harvesting the grain.

quantity of straw on the
to plow this under
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you the ground in the
it rough all winter. In this
get all the mdoisture that
winter, Then in the spring
as soon as it is dry enough to work
without sticking to the tools, the har-
i row and the disc, work the top over. 1
always sow about eight pounds of seed
to the and half a bushel of oats.
The oats will sha the lucern. If it
not shaded from hot sun it will
wiit down when it is young and tender.
| As eral thing, 'T cut this when
the oate are in the milk, and it makes
la most excellent feed, and lots of it
But this last year 1 sowed twenty acres
the side of the mountain
bushel to the acre of the
best Swedish dats could find. It did
well that when my son came home
from the Agricultural college I told
him we would let the pats mature and
tkresh it. We got aver 880 bushels of
gdod feed oats and a large quantity
|Uf straw and alfalfa mixed.

Arid Land Wheat Is Best.

|

| “Arid land wheat better than
1\¥'h-<ut raised by irrigation. 1 plowed
| up two“acres of lucern in the spring of
| 1905—it had been in lucern for fourteen
vears. I had a little spring wheat, a
| teacupful, that I got from England five
| years before. It was said to be the
| best milling wheat in the country. I
| kept planting my stock till I had two
bushels. This I sowed on the lucern
ground and, as a result, I threshed out
sixty-eight and a half bushels. My
neighbors call 1| t “Farrell's
Wonder.! 1t is a grand wheat. It grew
from three to four feet high. At the
request of the president of the Horti-
cultural society of Utah 1 sent six bun-
dles of spring wheat, six bundles of
fall wheat, six bundles of barley and
six bundles of oats to.Boise. I was
told after the fair that my wheat beat
all the irrigated land wheat at the fair.
Millers all over the country will give
better prices for dry land wheat tsn
for any other.”
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Two Fundamental

“With a suitable
ably sufficient
mental questions in arid
First, how to get the water
soil; and, secondly, how to keep it
there until needed by plants. By deep
plowing the soil must be placed in a
condition to be a ready absorbent of
any rainfall or snowfall, however light,
that may fall upont it. Water does not
soak easily into a hard and compact
soil; and in a soil that has been plowed
shallow the sun’'s rays frequently suc-
ceed in robbing the soil of much of
its moisture, Deep plowing is, there-
fore, always recommended on our Utah
farms. Moreover, to obtaln every
possible advantage from the fall rains
and winter snows the doctrine has been
laid down-that the only right time to
plow is in the fali. By systematlie
fall -plowing it is possible to retain
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of the state there are extensive plains
and vast stretches of upland for which

falls direct from heaven.
Insistent Cry for Homes.

“Irpigation has worked wonders, but
it has its limitations and they will soon
be reached. The hour has arrived for
the statesman, the economist,
philanthropist, the scientist to open up
new fields, new avenues of hope for the
swarming population of the eastern
half of the nation. Men are moving
from the wornout lands of the older
states to the new lands of .the west,
and the insistent, importunate and
ever-increasing ery is for
| homes for those willing to work
", “Dry farming in Utah and the
rounding states in the arid belt pre-
lsnm wonderful opportunities. If pub-
lic-spirited men, by taking counsel to-
gether, can devise some method of
scientific soil culture by means of
which this empire of nch land
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DRY FARMING ON BIG SCALE
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FOUR PER CENT OF UTAH’S
LAND UNDER CULTIVATION

Fisher Harris, secretary of the Salt
Lake City Commercial club, was elect-
ed president the 'Trans-Missouri
Dry Ferming congress at its last ses-
sion in Denver last winter. Since then
Mr. Harris has given the subject cares
ful study, and as a result is deeply im-
pressed with its importance, especial-
ly to the state of Utah.

“The people of Utah,” he said, in dis-
cussing the subject, “have been farm-
ing for sixty years by means of irri-
gation, and at the end of the sixty
yvears it i8 found that but 4 per cent
of the 52,600,000 acres of land in the
state is under cultivation.

“This is a startling statement. It
presents a problem worthy of the best
thought of the bright minds in the

ol

for seeding time about 85 per,cent of

| state and nation. It is clear that by

lying idl¢ under the sun can be brought
under ecultivation and placed at thi
disposal of willing home-builders
would seem to be an object worthy

all well-disposed men.

“Its succe would mean a
increased population for Utah
tional homes:;: a largely increased num-
ber of food-producers; more wealth
wider markets for the manufacturers
—in short, more. of everythi that is
necessayy and desirable in a W 1l-reg
ulaied commonwealth.
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JOHN HOLLEY.

|One of Salt Lake's Leading Produce
Commission Men.
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than wholesale
business of the city. The dealers in this
line business now form of the
most influential and substantial classes
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line commercial industry in

the past
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of one
is inereasing monthly
will in a very short
them among the heaviest
produce in the west.
Their business has come {o the front
the past two Yyears than for
ten vears past. The constantly in-
creasing population of Salt Lake, the

iness

that

more in

increass
has wrought an enormous increase in
the business of the commission men,
while the small towns that have sprung
up along the lines of #he railroads of
the state have given the local commis-
sjon nfen more and more business.

Among the leading merchants in
commission business here is John
ley. The firm name is John Holley
Co., but those who know the commis-
gion husiness know that John Holley is
the brains and backbone of the firm;
in fact, he is the firm,

Starting on a farm near Slaterville,
Utah, twenty-five years ago, he has
come steadily to the front until today
he handles about 300,000 pounds of but-

great quantity of veal, hogs and poul-
try. His businéss is accounted the larg
est wholesale and jobbing commission
business in the city, and one of the
largest in the entire state.

John Holley has come up from a poor
man. Today his office and warehouse
building at 51 Richards street is the
headquarters for the buyers for the
largest hotels, restaurants, cafes, clubs
and organpizations of every sort who
deal with eommission men.

Honest and Energetic.

His reputation for honesty, integrity
and energy is unimpeachable, and he is
well liked among the men with whom
he comes in contact, both in a business
and social way. :

Mr. Holley came to Salt Lake from
Slaterville in 1884, He opened a small
retail butcher shop on the west side,
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nally, realizing the possibilities of
wholesale commission bu he
termined to start a commission house
Moving to 69 South West Temple stree
he stayed there a short time, and then
moved 350 West South Templ
Again moving, he opened a larger and
better establishment at Richard
stregt. He determined to have m«
room, and a time ago moved 3
few doors up the street to No. 51 Rich-
arde street.

Mr. Holley makes a specialty of but-
ter, eggs, cheese and poultrys
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